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Willington Parish Council 

Minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Tuesday 24th September 2019 at 7:00pm  
At The Old School, The Castleway, Willington 

 
Present: Cllrs P. Allsopp (Chair), M. Bartram, T. Bartram, C. Blanksby, C. Carter, R. Casey, J. Cullen, 
P. Cullen, A. McPherson and I. Walters. 
Members of the Public.  
D. Townsend (Locum Clerk) 
 
The Chair advised all those present that the Meeting would be recorded.  
 
455/19 To Receive Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr J. Houghton and Cllr M. Ford (County and District 
Councillor). 
 
456/19 Variation of Order of Business 
 
457/19 Declarations of Members Interests 
(a) Members must ensure that they complete the Declarations of Interest sheet prior to the start of the 
meeting in respect of items other than Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and mrust indicate the action to be 
taken (i.e. to stay in the meeting, to leave the meeting or to stay in the meeting to make representations 
and then leave the meeting prior to any consideration or determination of the item). 
 (b) Where a Member indicates that they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest but wish to make 
representations regarding the item before leaving the meeting, those representations must be made under 
item (c) of Public Speaking (if relevant). 
 (c) Members will be asked to confirm that the record is correct for Declarations of Interests for matters 
other than Disclosable Pecuniary Interests. 
 
458/19 Public Speaking, including County, District and Police Representation  
A Resident asked why there was another Extraordinary Meeting – she understood that they should be for 
matters which could not wait for the next Ordinary Meeting on grounds of urgency. She pointed out that 
Councillors were there for the local community, and it was obvious that there was a great divide within the 
Council. The Clerk responded that normally an Extraordinary Meeting would be called to discuss urgent 
matters. However, if the Chairman agreed to a request to call a Meeting, with his agreement, any item 
could be added to the Agenda. The Chair added that it was important that the Council worked as a team, 
and all Councillors needed to work together.  
 
A Resident quoted from the Locum Clerks Report submitted to Council 10.09.19, and said they were 
concerned over the high turn-over of Clerks, and if Councillors weren’t working for the benefit of the Parish, 
what was their agenda. She asked how the Meeting was going to take on points from the report to improve 
matters, and carry out their responsibilities as Councillors.  
 
Cllr P. Cullen moved to a position within the area reserved for the Public, and stated that he was speaking 
as a Parishioner. He said that he was forced to listen to one-sided bias views from the wife of a former 
Parish Councillor who consistently asked what was the agenda of Councillors. He stated that she needed 
to go home and ask her husband and also a current Parish Councillor what their agenda was. Cllr P. 
Cullen reported that he was 100% for the village and refused to have his good name tarnished.  
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The Chair repeatedly asked for Cllr P. Cullen to stop as it was not the forum to bring individual personal 
issues up, as had previously been advised. An argument between the Resident and Cllr P. Cullum ensued, 
joined by Cllr J. Cullum. The Chair asked all parties to stop and asked for calm, and for the Meeting to 
continue. He added that Councillors were here to do a job. 
 
A Resident advised the Council that he was new to the area, and in his opinion, the Meetings were a “car 
crash”, and embarrassing. He added that the behavior and some of the statements he had observed would 
be unacceptable in the work place. The Parish Council needed to work together.  
 
459/19 To consider a resolution under the Public Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960 to 
exclude members of the public due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
NONE 
 
460/19 Standing Orders and Sub-Committees 
A discussion took place on the Council’s Standing Orders and Sub-Committees. It was suggested that 
although it was important to update standing orders and ensure that they were compatible with the 
Committee structure, it might be a good idea to ask the new Clerk to complete this work. A proposal for 
disbanding Committees and sub-Committees was also discussed. The Clerk was asked to circulate the 
current Standing Orders to all Councillors. 
RESOLVED that an item be put on the next Agenda (October), to consider the disbanding of 
Willington Parish Council’s Committees and Sub-Committees, thus allowing Full Council to make 
all decisions. 
 
461/19 The Locum Clerk’s Contract of Employment  
Discussion on the Locum Clerk’s terms of temporary employment took place with particular reference to 
rates of pay and agreed hours to be worked. The Locum Clerk advised that a report had been submitted 
that was agreed by Council (11th June 2019 Minute Number 345/19), that detailed the rate of pay. The 
report had also requested that hours to be worked be agreed, but this had not been agreed.  
RESOLVED that the Clerk work a maximum of 14 hours per week, to be averaged out over a month. 
However, if additional hours were required, authorisation must be received from the Chair (Cllr 
Allsopp), and Cllr J. Cullen.  
 
462/19 Locum Clerk’s Three Monthly Report 
A discussion took place on the contents of the Locum Clerk’s report submitted to Council 10.09.19. The 
Chair and the Locum Clerk were questioned on how the Locum was approached, the conversations that 
had taken place, and the Clerks prior knowledge of the Council. It was stated that 5 Councillors had voted 
against the Locum’s employment as they intended to carry on without a Locum. Some Councillors did not 
feel that there was openness, honest and transparency, and they believed that not all information was 
shared with all Councillors. The Chair and the Locum Clerk assured everyone that all information was 
shared, and the Locum Clerk added that she took this accusation very seriously as a professional Clerk. 
Emails were then discussed, and the Clerk assured everyone that she did not BCC anyone in on individual 
email exchanges.  
It was requested that Paragraph 17 of the Clerks report be moved for discussion into Exempt. The Locum 
Clerk responded that a resolution would be needed to move this item into Exempt and grounds for an 
Exemption would need to be given. The request was withdrawn, and it was requested that it be included 
on October’s Agenda. 
NOTED 
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463/19 Exclusion of the Press and Public 
RESOLVED that pursuant to Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, 
the press and public be excluded from the Meeting due to the confidential nature of the business 
to be transacted. 
 
464/19 Councillors Responsibility when Dealing with Exempt/Confidential Items 
Councillors were reminded of their responsibilities and duty when they were in receipt of Exempt 
and Confidential information. (This Item was Exempt due to dealing with matters that had 
previously been deemed as Confidential due to Commercial reasons).  
NOTED 
 
465/19 Date of the next Meeting 
The date of the next Willington Parish Council Meeting is 8th October 2019 at The Old School, Castleway, 
Willington, commencing at 7.00pm. 
 
The Meeting closed at 9.05 pm. 


