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Willington Parish Council 

Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Tuesday 10th September 2019 at 7:00pm  
At The Old School, The Castleway, Willington 

  
Present: J. Houghton (Vice-Chair in the Chair), M. Bartram, T. Bartram, C. Blanksby, C. Carter, R. Casey, 
J. Cullen, P. Cullen, A Macpherson, I. Walters. 
 
Members of the Public.  
D. Townsend (Locum Clerk). 
 
419/19 To receive apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Allsopp (Chair) and Cllr Ford (District and County Councillor). 
 
420/19 Declaration of Members’ Interests 
Cllr Macpherson declared a personal interest in Minute Numbers 429/19 and 442/19 as a South 
Derbyshire District Councillor. 
 
421/19 Public Speaking including County, District and Police Representation 
A resident spoke about parking for the car boot sale which took place in the village, and pointed out that 
there were no legal powers to stop parking on the adjacent roads. It was asked if the Council had a hidden 
agenda with regards to this site, and it was believed that there was a vendetta taking place against the 
local business. 
 
A resident asked if the Council had a policy for displaying notices on the Parish Council noticeboards. 
 
A business owner reported that the police were looking into parking outside the car boot sale, and had 
confirmed that cars could not be stopped from parking on the road. They also stated that they were leaving 
because of harassment. 
 
A resident congratulated the Council on their recent Meet Your Councillor event, but asked why posters 
had been taken down before the event, and who controls/polices the noticeboards.  
 
It was asked if anything could be done for residents of Twyford Close, as parking was very difficult in this 
area. Parking on the verges and residents only parking were suggested. It was confirmed that this was 
included as an item on the Agenda. 
 
A resident asked what were the Council’s plans for the Social Club. The Chair responded that the Council 
had no plans and nothing to report on this item. 
 
Councillor Ford had submitted his apologies, however he provided a report as follows; 
“I have had many contacts from residents regarding Axis 50! I have several very serious concerns re this 
application, traffic impact and drainage are but two. I am sure the developers will be pitching to all local 
communities that will undoubtedly be affected by this application in the near future. 
CALON have made a statement regarding the Power Station site, hopefully quelling all the rumours 
surrounding the site.  
Please can you remind all the local community groups, sports groups etc. to look at the County Council 
website and search Action Grants where funds are still available”.  
 



 

 2 

Councillor Macpherson reported as a District Councillor that South Derbyshire District Council had 
provided a copy of the technical details of the Axis 50 planning application, and also reported that they 
were undertaking consultation on gypsy and traveller sites which was included as an item on the Agenda. 
 
422/19 To confirm and agree the non-confidential Minutes of Willington Parish Council Footpaths 
and Open Space Group Committee Meeting held on Thursday 27th June 2019.  
These Minutes were not available and would be provided to a future Meeting.  
  
423/19 To confirm the non-confidential Minutes of Willington Parish Council Meeting held on 
Tuesday 9th July 2019.  
RESOLVED to agree and sign the Minutes as a true and accurate record. 
 
424/19 To confirm the non-confidential Minutes of Willington Parish Council Extraordinary Meeting 
held on Tuesday 24th July 2019.  
RESOLVED to agree and sign the Minutes as a true and accurate record. 
 
425/19 To note the non-confidential Minutes of Willington Parish Council Recreation and Activities 
Committee Meeting held on 29th July 2019, and agree recommendations therein.  
RESOLVED to note the Minutes, however, it was requested that the recommendations be 
resubmitted to a future Meeting as they were required to be more specific. 
 
426/19 To confirm the non-confidential Minutes of Willington Parish Council Extraordinary Meeting 
held on Thursday 29th August 2019.  
RESOLVED to agree and sign the Minutes as a true and accurate record. 
 
427/19 To note the informal non-confidential notes of Willington Parish Council Staffing Committee 
Meeting held on Monday 2nd September 2019. 
(Not required – replaced by Minute Number 449/19). 
 
428/19 To consider a resolution to close the meeting for public participation under the Public 
Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960. 
“In view of the confidential nature of item….. to consider a resolution to exclude the press and public from 
the meeting in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, S1, in order to 
discuss the item” 
Not required 
 
429/19 Planning Applications 
All current Planning Applications had been circulated.  
Further to the Extraordinary Meeting held on 29th August, Councillors were requested to consider;  
Planning Application DMPA/2019/0948 

The erection of up to 100,000 square metres of commercial floor space (use classes B2 and B8 with 
ancillary B1(a) offices) and associated landscaping, surface water drainage infrastructure and access at 
Axis 50 Near Willington.  
Members discussed this item with specific consideration given to;  

a) Commissioning a traffic survey report and response to the application. 
Three quotations had been requested and were submitted to the Meeting for consideration. It was 
also confirmed that this information was necessary to inform the Neighbourhood Plan, so would 
have a dual use.  

b) Employ the services of an independent Planning Consultant to assist with the delivery of a 
comprehensive response to this application.  
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Three quotations have been requested and were submitted at the Meeting. 
c) Consider the Council’s additional support for a campaign against this proposal (banners/leaflets 
etc). 
d) Consider requesting a formal extension to the consultation deadline. 

 
The Locum Clerk provided Legal Opinion on the legality of whether the Parish Council had a power or 
duty to carry out the financial elements of this work. This was obtained from Derbyshire Association of 
Local Councils as follows; 
 
“The first consideration here is whether the parish council has formally resolved a position in relation to a 
submitted planning application? The council cannot “object” to a planning application without first resolving 
to do so at a council meeting. 
 
The second consideration is what the parish council’s correct role should be in these 
circumstances.  Parish councils have the legal power to be notified of and comment upon planning 
applications as statutory consultee; there is no legal power that allows a council to spend public money 
fighting a planning application.  Whilst the council could consider using s.137 of the Local Government Act 
1972 for this purpose, generally speaking this activity is best left to third party campaign or action groups.   
 
The council could potentially consider relying on s.137 of the Local Government Act 1972 to support a 
third party campaign or action group, assuming the relevant criteria as set out in s.137 of the Local 
Government Act 1972 are satisfied.  That said, councils should bear in mind that s.137 donations are 
donations of public money and the council should be very careful about backing any particular side in a 
contentious issue that may divide a community.  Is the council able to demonstrate that the development 
is objected to by an overwhelming majority of the community?  Any contribution to a campaign group 
should be made carefully, with consideration as to whether expenditure in these circumstances would be 
an appropriate use of public funds.” 
 
This was also emailed to all Councillors in advance of the Meeting.  
 
The Locum Clerk also advised that it was a Councillors responsibility to ensure they were making financial 
decisions that were proper and legal, and that in some circumstances Councillors could be pursued in the 
courts for recompense if a decision was found to be ultra vires. 
 
Councillor J. Cullen responded that all of the above items which had a financial implication were legal 
according to the LG1972 Act relating to S137 Monies, and read out a section of the Act. 
 
RESOLVED that 

a) An objection to this planning application be submitted to South Derbyshire District Council. 
b) A traffic survey report and objection to the application be commissioned. Three quotations 

had been received and were considered at the Meeting, and it was agreed to award this 
contract to Connect. 
Costs were agreed as per the quotation from Connect as follows – to provide new traffic 
surveys, with video footage, Technical Audit of full Transport Assessment, and Preparation 
of a formal objection letter. A total cost including any disbursements to not exceed £4000.00 
+ VAT. 
Funds to be taken from Reserves and allocated as S 137 monies.  

c) A planning report and objection to the application be commissioned. Three quotations had 
been requested, however, the Locum Clerk reported that only one had been received - to 
thoroughly review the proposal and prepare a planning objection on behalf of the Parish 
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Council. This was considered at the Meeting and it was agreed to award this contract to 
DLP. The total cost for this work was £2750.00 + VAT + disbursements. 
Funds to be taken from Reserves and allocated as S 137 monies.  
 (A recorded vote was taken on this item. Cllrs T. Bartram, M. Bartram, C. Blanksby, R. Casey, J. 
Cullen, P. Cullen voted for the motion. Cllrs M. Bartram, Carter, Macpherson and Walters voted 
against. Cllr Houghton abstained.  

d) Banners and leaflets be purchased by the Parish Council to support the campaign to object 
to the proposed development. It was agreed that the Chair of Finance liaise with the groups 
opposing this site, and pass all quotes for promotional material to the Locum Clerk who, in 
consultation with the Chair of Finance, be delegated to arrange payment up to a maximum 
of £500.00. 
Funds to be taken from Reserves and allocated as S 137 monies 
 (A recorded vote was taken on this item. Cllrs T. Bartram, C. Blanksby, R. Casey, J. Cullen, P. 
Cullen voted for the motion. Cllrs M. Bartram, Carter, Macpherson and Walters voted against. Cllr 
Houghton abstained.  

e) The Clerk write to SDDC Planning and request a formal extension to the consultation period.  
  

430/19 Locum Clerk’s Reports  
A three-monthly report was submitted by the Locum Clerk outlining observations and recommendations. 
Councillors were advised that this was an item only for noting. (Attached to the signed Minutes as Annexe 
A). 
NOTED 
 
431/19 Finance – Income and Payments July to Current 2019  
RESOLVED that all income and payments as submitted be agreed (Attached at Annexe B to the 
signed Minutes). 
 
At 9.00 pm, it was; 
RESOLVED that the Meeting continue until 9.30 pm to allow for additional business on the Agenda 
to be considered.  
 
At 9.10 pm Cllr P. Cullen left the Meeting. 
 
432/19 Committee Membership 
Following the recent election of an additional Councillor, Councillors were requested; 

a)  to consider the membership of the Staffing Committee 
b)  to consider the membership of the Finance Committee (to also become a signatory) 
c)  to consider the membership of the Burial Committee 
d)  to consider the membership of the RAC Committees 
e)  to consider the membership of the FOSG Committee 
f)  to consider the membership of the NDP Committee 
g)  to consider the membership of the CARS Committee 

RESOLVED to consider this item at a future Meeting. 
 
433/19 Neighbourhood Development Plan Feedback and any Resulting Actions 
Cllr Carter reported that the NDP’s next Meeting, within their themed groups was 18th September 2019 
 
434/19 To Receive a Report as the Burial Authority on Burial Matters, the Cemetery and Garden of 
Remembrance  
To include;  
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a) an update on recent burial and  
b) information required from the Valuation Agency 

RESOLVED that the Locum Clerk arrange a Burial Committee Meeting to consider the above 
matters. 

 
435/19 To receive reports from Cllrs on Outside Bodies and of Meetings attended  
Cllr Carter reported on the Meet Your Councillor Event that had taken place on 7 th September 2019. She 
reported that quite a few issues had been raised by Residents, and was a valuable Meeting. It was 
requested that consideration be given to the location of the next one as it would be a good idea for it to 
take place at the same location/time that other local events were taking place. 
 
436/19 Finance  
A report was noted from a Locum Clerk experienced in Finance, which was requested by the Finance 
Committee on 9th July 2019.  
RESOLVED that the Council proceed to use the Xero accounting system, supplemented by 
additional monitoring reports as required by the Financial Regulations. 
 
437/19 Appointment of a temporary Locum Clerk experienced in Local Government Finance 
Members were asked to instruct a Locum Clerk with Finance experience to bring all accounts up to date 
from 2018/19 to the current date, to include the coding of all items under agreed budget heads. In addition 
to set up a system to enable full bank reconciliations to be provided, and to allow the 2020/21 budget to 
be set, using actual figures year to date, and to identify any spending requirements for the ensuing year. 
To be completed in line with Current Financial Regulations.  
RESOLVED that J. Williamson be appointed to complete the above work, as per quotation of an 
estimated 24 hours at £20.00 per hour. Any additional hours to be charged at £20.00 per hour. 
 
438/19 To Note an Update from Calon on Willington Sports and Social Club  
Cllr J. Cullen made a statement with regard to opinions that had been expressed in respect of the Calon 
Site, with particular reference to a meeting that had taken place earlier in the year between Calon and 
Willington Parish Councillors.  
NOTED 
 
439/19 Condition of the Cemetery  
Members were asked to consider the current condition of the Cemetery, and agree if any action was 
required.  
RESOLVED to forward this to a future Meeting of the Burial Committee. 
 
440/19 Traffic speed approaching Mercia Marina (Cllr P. Cullen) 
Members were asked to consider the excessive speed of traffic travelling out of Willington towards Mercia 
Marina. 
RESOLVED to consider this item at a future Meeting. 
 
441/19 Derbyshire Wildlife Trust  
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust were submitting a bid to Biffa Award for improvements to Willington Gravel Pits 
Nature Reserve, and requested the Parish Council to write a letter of support for this project.  
RESOLVED that the Locum Clerk write to Derbyshire Wildlife Trust expressing the Councils 
support for this project. 
Cllr Macpherson declared a personal interest in this item as a member of the Wildlife Trust. 
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442/19 Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report Consultation for the emerging Gypsy and Traveller 
Site Allocations Development Plan Document 
South Derbyshire District Council were seeking views on their Draft Scoping Report which is the first stage 
of the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) for the proposed Gypsy and Traveller Site Allocations Development 
Plan Document. 
NOTED 
 
443/19 Parking on Twyford Close, Willington  
Members considered parking difficulties of residents on Twyford Road. 
RESOLVED that the Locum Clerk write to Cllr Ford to request a highways assessment be done in 
this area with a view to alleviating the problem. Upon completion, it was to be followed up by the 
RAC Committee. 
 
444/19 Zurich Insurance 
It had come to light that the Council’s insurance was due for renewal on October 1st 2019.  
It was noted that the correct procedure was that the Council gets three quotations and review their 
insurance provision. However, due to the extenuating circumstances of only having a Locum Clerk on a 
limited number of hours, it was recommended that the current contract be extended and a full review 
carried out at the next review date (2020).  
RESOLVED that the Locum Clerk negotiate a further one year contract with the Council’s existing 
insurance provider.  
 
445/19 Items for Information 
All items of interest have been circulated by email 

 
446/19 Exclusion of the Press and Public 
Pursuant to Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and 
public be excluded from the Meeting due to the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted. 
 
447/19 To note the informal confidential notes of Willington Parish Council Staffing Committee 
Meeting held on Monday 2nd September 2019.  
NOTED 

 
448/19 Release of FOI Information  
To report the release of FOI information from Derbyshire County Council. 
NOTED 
 
449/19 Recruitment 
As the Staffing Committee Meeting on 2nd Sept 2019 (Minute Number 447/19) was inquorate and no 
decisions or recommendations could be made to Full Council, and due to the importance and timescales 
involved in recruiting a new member of staff, Full Council were asked to consider and make decisions, to 
allow the recruitment process to commence. 
RESOLVED that the Locum Clerk be requested to commence the recruitment process in 
consultation with the Recruitment Panel, as agreed.  
 
450/19 Date of the next Meeting. 
The date of the next Willington Parish Council Meeting is 8th October 2019 at The Old School, Castle Way, 
Willington, commencing at 7.00pm. 
The Meeting closed at 9.45 pm 


